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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VIENNA 06559 150902Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI 10-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-I5 OMB-01 DHA-02 /086 W 

064834 I5095IZ/2I 

R 141553Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2551 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMDMBASSY BONN 5339 
BUCHAREST 3305 
BUDAPEST 2713 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION GENEVA 
:USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 4159 

UNCLAS VIENNA 6559 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, SHUM, AU 

SUBJECT: KRIESKY'S VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1. ' DIE PRESSE" (VIENNA'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPER) OE JULY 14 PUBLISHED SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH 
CHANCELLOR DREISKY IN WHICH KREISKY INTER ALIA UNDERLAINED 
HIS UNDERSTANDING FOR AND SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S STAND 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND REITERATED GOA'S OWN APPROACH TO HAMAN 
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RIGHTS ISSUES. 


2. DREISKY NOTED THAT POINT OF DEPARTURE IN ANY DISCUSSION 
OF SUBJECT SHOULD BE FACT THAT EAST- WEST COEXISTANCE 
DOES NOT INCLUDE IDEOLOGICAL COEXISTENCE, POINT WHICH, 
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DREISKY OBSERVED, WAS MADE BY BREZHNEV HIMSELF AT 
HELSINKI. BASED ON FORGOING ASSUMPTION, COMMUNISTS 
CONSIDER IT TO BE IN EFFECT THEIR RIGHT "TO OFFER TO 
WORLD BLESSINOF COMMUNISM." SINCE DEMOCRACIES HAVE 
NO NEED EITHER FOR "IDEOLOGICAL COEXISTENCE, " THEY 
ALSO HAVE RIGHT, IN DREISKY'S WORDS, TO MAKE "WORLD 
SAFE FOR DEMOCRACT" AND "RIGHT TO PRAISE GREATNESS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS, RESPECT FOR WHICH IS BASIS OF WESTERN 
DEMOCRACY." SEEN AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, KREISKY 
CONTINUED, PRESIDENT CARTER'S DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IS "NOT A PARTICULARLY DISTRUBING FACTOR" AND "ONE 
SHOULD NOT GET EXCITED IN USSR WHEN CARTER STATES 
THAT HIMAN RIGHTS ARE IMPORTANT FOR HIM. " 


3. AS FOR AUSTRIAN PRACTICE ON ISSUE, KREISKY 

INDICATED GOA WOULD CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN ITS CURRENT 
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY (COMMENT: NAMELY OF BEHIND-THE- 
SCENES QUIET IFFORTS TO OBTAIN FREEDOM FOR SPECIFIC 
INDIVIDUALS). IN LATTER CONNECTION, KREISKY 
EXPAINED: "WE WRITE TO MESSRS. CEAUSESCU AND 
STROUGAL, OR GDR, AND GET PEOPLE OUT OF THERE. " AND 
"WE NOT ONLY GET DOZENS OF DISSIDENTS OUT OF EAST 
BLOC, BUT (BY OUR INTERVENTIONS) WE ALSO SAVE LIVES 
OF PEOPLE THERE " AND "STRENGTHEN COURAGE OF THOSE WHO 
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REMAIN BEHIND." 

MEEHAN 
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